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Principals’ Message  
Can you believe it, we are already in the month of 
February!  Our students continue to amaze us with all 
their hard work in reading, math, writing, and in the 
unified arts.  Student work is displayed in our hallways 
and celebrated in their classes.  We know that all of this 
great learning is a result of the partnership we have 
with all of our families.     
 
As we pass the mid-point of this academic year, we 
want to express our appreciation for your attendance 
and continued collaboration in the activities and special 
events that we hold throughout the year.  From our ice 
cream social in September to our Mathtastical week 
this past January.  There will be many more 
opportunities for you and your child to celebrate their 
learning and to create many more wonderful Bowers 
family moments.  We invite you to join us at PTA 
sponsored events, special evenings like Family Fact 
Fluency night, lunch bunch, or to even chaperone one 
of our future field trips.      
 
Many thanks for all you do each day to support your 
child’s academics and our home school partnership. 
     
                                     Sincerely, 
                                      Mary Lou Ruggiero 
                         Max Echevarria 

 

Newsletters 
In addition to the grade level newsletters, 
the Bowers Power Writer, the STEM 
Spotlight, and the MPS District 
Newsletter are included below.  We hope 
that these will help keep you informed of 
all the happenings at Bowers and at 
some of our sister schools in the MPS.  Enjoy!  

Kindergarten Newsletter 1st Grade Newsletter 

2nd Grade Newsletter 3rd Grade Newsletter 

4th Grade Newsletter Bowers Power Writer 

STEM Spotlight District Newsletter 

 
 

 

February Calendar of Events 
 

   
 

 
 

 
   

 
 

 

1 

C 
School Spirit Day 
PTA Movie NIght 

6:30-8:00  
 

4 
  A 

 

5 
B 

 

            6 
   C 

 

7 
   A 

 
 

8 
B 

 
 

 
11 

 C 
 
 

12 
A 
 Family Fact 

Fluency Night 
5:30-7:00 

       13 
  B 

 

14 
C 

Happy 
Valentines Day! 

15 
A 
Grade 4 to New 

Britain Art Museum 
9:30-1:30 

 
 

18 
 

 No School 
President’s 

Day               

19 
    

No School 
President’s 

Day 

                  20             
   B 

 

                        21 
C 

PTA Meeting  
6:30  

22 
A 

PTA:Someone 
Special and Me 

6:00-8:00 
25 

 B 
 

26 
C 

27 
A 

28 
B 

 

 
 

There is no doubt that the weather this winter has seen some 
extreme temperatures.  Be sure to check out some Winter Safety 
tips from Ms. Galper, to keep your children safe and warm. 

 
 

Inclement Weather Plans 
Now that winter has arrived, we want to remind families to make 
sure all families have a plan in place in the event of an early or 
emergency dismissal due to inclement weather.   
Dismissal and Delay Schedules… 
New dismissal and delay schedules have been added this year.  
This includes an emergency dismissal, a 2 hour delay and a 3 hour 
delay.  See the FYI section of the Bugle for more details.  
Winter Weather Gear… 
Also, please note that, weather permitting, we go outside for recess 
each day.  Please make sure that your child has appropriate winter 
weather gear ie. hats, jackets, boots, gloves. 

 

 

 

Bulldogs in the Spotlight 

 
For the month of February, we would like to spotlight three of our 
paraeducators who work alongside our teachers to continually 
provide students with a high quality education.  We also welcome 
Kevin Smaglis to our UCONN- Bowers partnership.  

 
Hello! My name is Kevin Smaglis and 
I’m a graduate student in the Neag 
School of Education at UCONN. During 
my time in the school of education I’ve 
spent time teaching and working with 
students in a variety of schools in 
Connecticut. I’ve worked with teachers 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bzt5fWc9aPVIdUFxYVByS1pVWWZBd0lOUUtpMG5tSjRCVDln/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xV4aWfxgygwPqw-43yU9lnL8zCtczPR2CREodu_w6kI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1k9cthW03EOM_EmdMa8ZF6TBZovntzLLlAXcaTwMT0_Q/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1clnFlOz-dQ6h1IiFcbZsl4yHIId1jlgdAhofzosNb1k/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bzt5fWc9aPVIbEMyZ2V6azFQeExkYVczblduYWh6NlhfaVlz/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bzt5fWc9aPVIeFp4Rnloem9GNUpObFVGRnJUeVExWWxuY1o4/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bzt5fWc9aPVIU1AzbXNUc3JDXzRGRVhHRUMwVDdpbTc5R3JR/view?usp=sharing
https://ct50000127.schoolwires.net/cms/lib/CT50000127/Centricity/domain/4/newsletters/mps%20this%20week/MPSTHISWEEKJan28.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1D2EdfGD98wPf-R-2Uuqo2TzMV_qjePtAvj0w7szNRoY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1D2EdfGD98wPf-R-2Uuqo2TzMV_qjePtAvj0w7szNRoY/edit?usp=sharing


 
Hello!  I am Mary Engelbrecht, a 
paraeducator that works with Jessica 
Norton in the Everyday Program. My 
fellow paraeducators include Sharon, 
Laurinda, Seth and Ferrari.  A fact about 
myself is that I love gardening.  I also 
enjoy other outdoor activities such as 
hiking, snowshoeing and spending time at 
the beach.  What I enjoy most about 
working at Bowers is the welcoming 
atmosphere and friendly staff. 

 
Hello, I am Nuzhat Ahmed, a 
paraeducator who works in the K-1 
Everyday Program at Bowers.  I enjoy 
working with my students and 
colleagues. A fun fact about myself is 
that I'm scared of dogs.  I also like to 
travel.  In fact, I have been to 42 states 
and 16 countries!  I enjoy working with 
everyone at Bowers because they are 
so welcoming. 

 
I am Kayla Little, a paraeducator that 
works alongside Linda Mason and Martha 
DiGiovanni. I also have the pleasure of 
working within the K-3rd grade 
community.  A little known fact about 
myself is that I enjoy baking desserts. I 
feel proud and happy when I see others 
enjoying what I've made.  I also enjoy 
being able to help those that I work closely 
with; and even those who I don't 

necessarily see or interact with on a regular basis. I enjoy seeing 
each child grow each day. It's important that the children who we 
see in our hallways know that we care about them. Whether we 
show this through a simple good morning, or simply sharing a 
smile when passing by, any small gesture counts. We are all 
here for the children and their well beings. I truly feel like the 
Bowers staff works very hard to ensure that each child receives 
the necessary tools to be successful each day.  

in Mansfield and Manchester and I completed my student 
teaching with a first grade class at Kennelly School in 
Hartford. I also just spent the previous four months interning 
at an elementary school in Cusco, Peru. I’m very 
passionate about teaching mathematics students and 
figuring out different ways to engage students in 
mathematical learning. I am also an avid reader and enjoy 
creating a love of reading and writing for my students. My 
personal interests also include running, hiking, and 
traveling!  

Passion Project 
Update 

 
 

 
Hello! Our names are Vanessa 
Corrao, Rebecca Feuerberg, and 
Shanza Hussain and this year we 
are UConn Master's interns at 
Bowers School! As mentioned in 
the December Bugle, we have 

been implementing passion projects, which are research 
projects about students' passions. Students in first through 
fourth grade are encouraged to think creatively, wonder, 
and ask open-ended and insightful questions to explore the 
world around them. Passion projects are very closely 
related to the students’ informational writing units which are 
being practiced in their classrooms. Working with us, 
students have the opportunity to research one of their 
passions using books and technology to create a project of 
their choice that they can proudly share with others. 
Passion projects enhance learning as students grow into 
life-long learners and we feel extremely passionate about 
implementing passion projects into students’ education! 
 
This semester, we are conducting a 
research study about the benefits of 
inquiry or personalized learning on how 
it can reinforce and elevate students' 
questioning abilities. Based on our own 
research, we have found that 
personalized learning has tremendous positive effects, not 
only on students' ability to formulate meaningful questions, 
but also on students' motivation and desire to learn. We 
believe that passion projects will instill a love for learning in 
and outside of the classroom; and we would love to share 
this with other teachers through this study! 

 
 

Bowers Bulldog News 
 



On January 15th, the Town of Manchester held their 33rd 
annual Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration at Manchester High 
School.  Porter Walsh, Alana Beebe, Marquel Anglin, Ja’Ziah 
Serrano, Jarvis Philips, Briana Osei-Baffour, Charlie Broneill 
and Jack Broneill were honored with an award for exemplifying 
the theme,“Not everybody can be famous, but everybody can 
be great, because greatness is determined by service… you 
only need a heart full of grace and a soul generated by love.”  
Bowers School, having the greatest number of recipients at 
the elementary level, is proud of the contributions that they 
bring to our community and of their families who support their 
efforts.  Congratulations!   

January 28th began 
Mathtastical week at Bowers.  
A week long celebration of 
math! Students were able to 
see how math is intertwined in 
all aspects of our lives.  Each 
day celebrated a theme, 
Monday was all about math 
and the family, on Tuesday 
students were asked to be a 
number for a day, and 
Wednesday had students 
measuring and estimating.  On Thursday, the celebration 
continued with students exploring shapes, tangrams, and even 
origami.   To wrap up the week long festivities, students read 
and heard some great literature about math.  Family Fact 
Fluency night was scheduled during this week, but due to 
the inclement weather, it has been postponed to February 
12th. We hope to see you then! Check out how students 
celebrated Math week below. 

 

This past month, the Family Resource Center continued its 
work with our students in different capacities. The fourth grade 
Boys Positive Youth Group had deep discussions about how 
words can hurt even when you mean it as a joke.  Student 
selected words and explained how those word could make 
someone feel.  The Girl Power group discussed some 
strategies to help regulate strong emotions.  They painted 
calming stones and created All About Me scrapbook pages.  
Through these powerful discussions 
and activities, students deepened 
friendships while learning important 
social emotional skills.  

 

 

Gold Awards 

Congratulations to the Gold Award winners for the month of 
January! Great job demonstrating our school wide 
expectations including being engaged learners and being safe 
and respectful in both our words and actions! 

Golden Book Awards - Mrs. Cocchiola’s class and Mrs. 
Garcia’s class. 

Golden Volleyball Award - Mrs. Cleary’s class and Mrs. 

Golden Recorder - Miss Litrico’s class and Mrs. 
Garcia’s class 

Golden Cylinder (K-2) - Mrs. Cleary’s class 

Golden Cylinder (3-4) - Mrs. Garcia’s class 
 

 
FRC Book Giveaway Winners for January: 

K- Stephen Baribeault    1st- Robert Savoir 



Cocchiola’s class 

Golden Paintbrush - Ms. Gotta’s class and Ms. Holdt’s 
class. 

2nd- Jamison Thereault  3rd- Madison Jones 

4th- Emma Volkert 

 
 

FYI 
Emergency Dismissal and Delayed Opening Times 

 
 Emergency Dismissal 2 Hour Delay 3 Hour Delay 

 
Bowers 

Start End Start End Start  End 

9:05 am 11:30 am 11:05 am 3:25 pm 12:05 pm 3:25 pm 
 

 

Lunch Time Teacher Substitutes Needed 
Lunch Time Substitutes needed to monitor students 

during their lunch waves.  If interested, call the school 
office at 860-647-3313. Thanks! 

Lost and Found 
If you have noticed that your child has come home without 
their winter coat, gloves, hat or other items, please remind 
them to take a look in our lost and found.  It is located in the 
hallway outside the cafeteria. 

 

SAFETY and SECURITY at BOWERS 
● All visitors must enter through the main entrance on Princeton.  
● When picking your child up in the office, please note that ID is required. 
● Visitors, including family members, will only be able to eat lunch with children during our Family Resource Center Lunch 

Bunch Programs. 
● When buzzed into the office or MELC program, please do not let others enter with you. Kindly let them know that our 

security procedures dictate that each person wishing to enter must ring the doorbell and given entry by either office staff 
or MELC staff. Thanks for your cooperation! 

 

During Arrival and Dismissal Times  
● Please see the map below which designates areas where student drop off is allowed. There is no parking or 

standing on Princeton Street in front of the 
school between Henry and Harvard. If you 
want to see your child enter the school 
building, please park your car and walk your 
child to the entrance door. 

● The first bell rings at 8:55 and this is when 
walkers/dropped-off students may enter the 
building. While we make every effort to have a 
staff member by the arrival doors by 8:45 am, 
this is not always possible. Please do not drop 
off students early. 

● All students and family members who cross 
Henry Street should do so at the corner with 
the crossing guard or at the cross walk by the 
entrance to the bus loop. 

Thanks for your cooperation! 
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